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THE MISSOURI SAXIFRAGES. 

BY B. F. BUSH. 

The genus Micranthes of eastern North America, which 
has generally been referred to the genus Saxifraga, is repre- 
sented by some twenty species, mostly plants of alpine 
heights and mountainous regions, and therefore not likely to 
be found in the low altitude of the States of the Mississippi 
Valley, only the two lowland species reaching our northeast- 
ern borders. A species of the Southwest, but little known, 
native of sandy woods and bottoms and rocky barrens, has 
been ascertained to reach our southwestern borders, where 
it is native of the cherty rocky barrens. Through the 
kindness of Professor Trelease, I have been permitted to 
examine all of the Missouri material of this genus, and also 
some specimens from elsewhere, and after a careful study of 
this material, I make for the Missouri species the following 
arrangement : 

Acaulescent, the principal leaves in a basal rosette; scapes naked be- 
low the inflorescence, minutely bracted above. 
Sepals reflexed; plants large, 3-10 dm. tall; leaves denticulate or 
entire. Micranthes pennsylvanica. 

Sepals erect; plants low, 5-45 cm. tall; leaves dentate. 

Petals oblong, twice or thrice as long as wide, much longer than 
the sepals; pedicels slender, glandular-pubescent. 

Micranthes virginiensis. 
Petals obovate, one to one and one-half times as long as wide, a 
little longer than the sepals; pedicels stout, glabrous. 

Micranthes texana. 

Micranthes pennsylvanica (L.) Haw. Saxifr. Enum. 45. 
1821. 

Saxifraga pennsylvanica L. Sp. PI. 399. 1753. 

Saxifraga Forbesii Vasey, Am. Entom. & Bot. 2 : 288. 1870, based on 
specimens collected by Forbes at Makanda, Illinois, is said to differ 
in having thinner leaves, which are pilose beneath, and to it all 
the Missouri specimens have been referred. I have been unable 
to separate this from M. pennsylvanica, as I find the thickness of 
the leaves and pubescence very variable. If, however, the species 
must be maintained, Saxifraga Forbesii Vasey, should be written 
Micranthes Forbesii (Vasey) new comb. 
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A species of low meadows and swamps, ranging from 
Ont. to Minn, and Me. southward to Ga. and Ala. and on 
rocky bluffs to la. , 111. and Mo. 

Specimens examined: Missouri: Allenton, Letterman, 
June 15, 1875, under shady rocks; Letterman, April 1880, 
on wet sandy rocks: Jefferson County, Eggert, May 11, 
1887, sandy rocks opposite Pacific; Eggert, May 8, 1896, 
sandy rocks opposite Pacific; Silica, Jefferson County, 
Russell, May 5, 1898, wet shaded sandstone cliffs ; Saint Louis 
County, Letterman, June 20, 1884: Letterman, April 15, 1880; 
Eggert, July, 1880, on shady sandstone ; Engelmann, raised in 
garden in 1876 and 1877, probably from seeds collected 
by Letterman in 1875. Illinois: Makanda, C. F. 
Baker 6168, May 5, 1900, on moist cliffs (type station of 
Saxifraga Forbesii Vasey, but with the leaves nearly glab- 
rous, instead of pilose beneath as described in Gray's Man- 
ual) : Wady Petra, V. W. Chase, May 12, 1897, on wet 
prairie; Cook County, W. W. Babcock, May, 1869. Iowa: 
Iowa City, Hitchcock, no date; Johnson County, T. J. Fitz- 
patrick, May 11, 1895. 

Micranthes virginiensis (L.) Small, Fl. S. U. S. 502. 1903. 

Saxifraga virginiensis Michx. Fl. Bor. Am. 2 : 569. 1803. 

A species of dry rocky woodlands and hillsides, from Ont. 
to Minn., and N. B. south to Va., Ga., Ala., Tenn., 111. and 
Mo. 

Specimens examined : Missouri : Silica, Jefferson Coun- 
ty, Eggert, April 14, 1887, on sand rocks; Eggert, May 20, 
1887, on sand rocks; Eggert, April 18, 1896, sandy rocks; 
Trelease, April 2, 1899 ; Russell, May 5, 1898, sandstone cliffs, 
thus, there being but one known locality for this species in 
the state. 

Micranthes texana (Buckley) Small, 1. c. 501. 1903. 

Saxifraga texana Buckley, Proc. Acad. Phila. 1861 : 455. 1862. 

Scapes from a cluster of tuberous roots, 5-15 cm. tall, 
sparingly short-branched above, nearly glabrous. Leaf 
blades 1-3 cm. long, ovate to ovate-oblong, thickish, obtuse, 
entire or crenate-serrate ; branches of the inflorescence short, 
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the cymules congested ; sepals oblong to ovate, slightly shorter 
than the hypanthium; corolla white or often pink or rose- 
colored, 4-5 mm. broad; petals nearly equal, 2-3 mm. long, 
obovate, but little exceeding the sepals; filaments subulate; 
follicles united at base, 3-4 mm. high, slightly longer than 
the sepals, the style-beaks not diverging. — Sandy woods and 
bottoms and in rocky barrens, Missouri to Texas. 

Resembles M. virginiensis, but is more or less glabrous, 
at least the inflorescence, and is lower. 

Specimens examined: Missouri: Graydon Springs, 
Greene County, Standley 1, May 7, 1905, rocky barrens ; 
Reding's Mill, Bush and Palmer 5475, April 8, 1909, on the 
Grand Falls Chert barrens, in company with Portulaca pi- 
losa, Sedum Torreyi, Sedum pulchellum, Alsinopsis patula, Ta- 
linurn parviflorum, Talinum calycinum, Lathyrus pusillus 
and Cheilanthes lanosa. Texas: Terrell to Elmo, Reverchon 
3729, April 6, 1903, in damp sandy soil : Between French- 
town and Dallas, Reverchon, 287, very rare, in black sandy 
land: Brazos County, H. Ness 1994, March 10, 1900, in 
sandy land: No locality or date, Reverchon: Groesbeck, 
Joor 87, February 27, 1887. 



